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Rev. Wayne Sherrer — Priest-in-Charge 

The Blessing of Professing One's Faith:  

Bishop Hughes Transcript 

 This is Bishop Hughes in the Diocese of Newark. 

We live in a time of immeasurable change and of 

boundless challenge. And in this time of change and 

challenge, one of the things that has been an incredible 

blessing as we've worked through – and diligently 

worked through – much that has been difficult and that 

has been hard and has been full of tragedy – we have 

grown in our ability to see God's grace, to see the gifts 

that God has given us and the many ways that God has 

blessed us. And most certainly in this diocese, in our 

parishes and for individuals, confirmations and 

ordinations have been an extraordinary blessing. 

 We had to delay on those in the worst of pandemic 

and when we started confirmations back up this past 

August, we were doing basically – we called it “make 

up” confirmations – there were people who had waited 

over a year to be confirmed. And we had confirmed a 

group of people in August, in six or seven confirmation 

services, another six or eight confirmation services in 

the Fall and then we had our regular confirmation 

season this past May. In all those groupings of 

confirmations, more than 300 people in this diocese 

stood before God, their friends, their family and their 

clergy and professed their faith. 

 Oh my goodness, I wish everybody in this diocese 

had been able to be a part of those services! And you 

can – you can look at them online. They are so 

inspiring – to see those people come forward, to have 

them kneel and have the prayer said before them and 

the joy that they experienced in knowing that they were 

taking their place in the church. The same joy is 

evident at the ordination services where we pray for those 

who profess their faith and profess God's calling to a 

particular ministry to serve God's people in the church as 

deacons or priests. 

 I think this inspiration is something that all of us need 

to hold on to and cultivate because at some time we have 

all felt it. And particularly as we continue to work through 

the change and challenges of this time, that inspiration 

that led us to the faith in the first place and that keeps us 

going in the faith is going to be important to us. 

 So I leave you with these words that have been said 

over you if you are confirmed. And if you're not 

confirmed, please talk to your priest, they'd be happy to 

get you ready for the next group of confirmations. But 

these words were said over you as you were confirmed 

and that someone – a bishop – laid their hands on your 

head and said this, knowing that God would fill you and 

carry you in your faith and in your ministry: 

“Strengthen, oh Lord, your servant with your Holy 

Spirit, empower him or her for your service, sustain 

them all the days of their lives.” 

      Amen. 

Ushers Urgently Needed 

 Interested in ushering once a month?  St. James’ is 

looking for help in this ministry.  Please contact the 

church office if you would like to try this out! 
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 July Birthdays  

David Olesen   07/04  

Ron Brooks    07/05  

William Mahoney  07/05  

Jan Ross    07/10  

Stephanie Salameh  07/10  

Sarah Salameh   07/10  

Nancy Miller   07/10  

Jeanette Nolan   07/14  

Jeff Glaser    07/17  

Bud Volkert    07/19  

Emma Martin   07/20  

Jayne Mutascio   07/20 

 Drew Lacouture   07/21  

Chris Vitalos   07/30  

We Welcome the Newly Baptized! 

 On Sunday, June 26th, Rachel and daughter Hannah 

Miele were baptized by Fr. Wayne Riley.  Matt Miele 

was there, along with family, friends, and the 

congregation, to support them! 

 

 Summer  

Backpack  

Program  

 We are scheduling our Backpack activities as follows 

for the summer months.  There will be sign-up sheets at 

the front of the church, if you could kindly volunteer to 

help with these activities.         

 SCHEDULE BELOW FOR JULY 

 JULY 4-8 PACK 

 JULY 9  GIVE 

 JULY 31 UNLOAD DELIVERY 

Thank you for your help  

with this important ministry! 

Summer Office  Hours 

  Wednesday Noon-5 PM 

  Thursday 11 AM-5 PM 

  Friday 10 AM-5 PM 

 

North Porch Donations 

 North Porched picked up our donations!  

Thanks to all who contributed! 
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August Journal 

Articles Due 

Sunday, July 31st 

Landscaping at St. James’ 

 WC Fields, who shovels our campus during 

snowstorms, has done some summer 

landscaping….looking good! 

St. James’ Annual Church Picnic 

 Our annual picnic was held on June 12th at Field of 

Dreams, Independence Twsp.   

St. James’ Journal Archives 

 Did you know that the St. James’ Journal is 

archived back to the February 2009 issue?  If you go to 

the church website (stjameshackettstown.org) and look 

for the information below, you can peruse old issues! 

Hope you check it out! 
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St. James’ Staff & Vestry 

      

Priest-in-Charge:    The Rev. Wayne Sherrer 

Parish Administrator:    Julie Mills 

Organist      Dmitry Nikolaev 

Sexton:       Pauline Volkert  

 

Vestry 

    Senior Warden:   Peter Quelly 

    Junior Warden:   Marvin Walker 

 

Jane Mutascio Pam Laura   Nona Wolosin 

Janice Cipriani Ruth Nejemian  Jeanette Nolan  

Marvin Walker Devin O’Connor  Rachel Barber 

       

    Vestry Clerk:    Pam Laura  

    Treasurer:    Janice Cipriani           

    Bookkeeper:    Barbara Olesen 

    

Barbara Olesen, Editor 

 

All Journal submissions   

 should be sent to: 

 

stjames214@comcast.net 

& olesen@comcast.net 


